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SUBJ:  Activation of Course(s) at IU Southeast
DATE: November 19, 2008

The new course requests below are recommended for approval by Indiana University
Southeast. Copies of the request forms are attached.

PHIL-P 495 Senior Proseminar in Philosophy
In accordance with the procedures for curriculum development, if there are no
remonstrances received in the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at |U
Southeast by December 19, 2008, these requests will be forwarded to the Office of
University Enrollment Services for recording.
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Date:  November 14, 2008

To: Gilbert Atnip, Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs
From:  George Harvey, Philosophy Program Coordinator
Re: Proposed Program Changes in Philosophy

Activation of P495 — Senior Proseminar

The Philosophy faculty propose adding a required senior capstone course to the BA in Philosophy. We
request approval to use the course PHIL-P 495, Senior Proseminar in Philosphy, which is currently taught
at IU South Bend, for this purpose.

The Senior Proseminar will be the capstone event for students completing the B.A. program. It will
culminate in a Colloquium in late April each year, at which graduating students give presentations on topics
of their choosing. A Colloquium has been held for several years, but student participation has been
voluntary. We will build on the success of this effort in developing and offering the required Proseminar.
The setting and parameters of the presentations will be similar in most important respects to the kinds of
presentations done at professional conferences. In participating in the Proseminar and presenting at the
Colloquium, then, the student not only has an opportunity to share his scholarly interests with his or her
colleagues, but also, in the preparation of a conference length presentation, the student is given the
opportunity to develop his or her best work, which can be presented at other conferences (there are many
graduate- and undergraduate-level philosophy conferences nationwide) and be used as a writing sample in
graduate school applications.

As a capstone event, the Proseminar will also be the focus of a major component of the program’s
assessment efforts, as a successful presentation would require students to apply their competencies in
research, writing, and oral communication. In principle, the presentations given at the Colloquium should
provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate the extent to which they have developed in these
areas. In turn, the Colloquium gives the program an opportunity to assess the high points of student
proficiency under almost ideal circumstances.

The course will require the student to work under the advice and direction of a full-time faculty member to
select an appropriate topic, conduct scholarly research, and draft and edit the work to be presented. Much
of the work will be conducted independently by the student with the faculty member’s guidance. Students
would be required to take the course in the year prior to graduation so that students can present their work
in the last spring prior to graduation.



