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“I’m going to talk to you about the exciting world of library resources. For those of you who have been in the library before, you know that the IUS Library is a bright, beautiful, welcoming space designed especially for you, and it is staffed by friendly, helpful, and approachable librarians whose primary job is to connect you with the information you need. And we do have the information you need. We have high quality and relevant resources in the library that you can't find just by Googling. We have the stuff that Google can’t see. In short, we have the stuff you need to get a good grade. 

So how do you get that stuff? The library has a bunch of online resources that can be accessed on and off campus. The library’s online resources can be found at http://www.ius.edu/library. You can do almost any task in the online virtual library that you can do in the physical library. You can find books (and in the case of electronic books, you can actually read them online.) You can find and print magazine and journal articles. You can have a book sent to you from Bloomington, you can renew the books you have checked out, you can find out which magazines we subscribe to. You can check today’s Courier-Journal, New York Times, or Wall Street Journal. You can take an online tour of the Library, or fill out a form to suggest that the library purchase a certain book. 

In the box labeled “FIND INFORMATION” on the right side of the screen, you’ll see a link for IUCAT—the library catalog. The library catalog is the tool that tells you what the library owns, and where those things are located. It tells you what books we own, and what journals we subscribe to, but it can’t tell you what’s in those journals. That is, it can’t tell you about individual journal articles. So that’s why we have article databases. This is the next link down, right under the link for IUCAT. Clicking on that link takes you to a page with tons of databases. The databases range from subject-specific—like PsycINFO, for scholarly psychology articles—to general and multi-disciplinary—like Academic Search Premier, which covers lots and lots of topics, and contains scholarly and popular article, like magazines and newspapers. 

And by the way, all library resources are accessible from off campus. You get to them in the same way I’ve described above, and what will happen is that when you click on the IUCAT link, or when you click on the name of a specific database, you’ll be prompted to login two different times. You use the same login that you use for all other IUS systems. 

Finally, I want to tell you about a really cool resource we have called LibGuides. You can access LibGuides by clicking on the LibGuides link from the library homepage in the box labeled “HELP”—this is the third link down—or you can do directly to libguides.ius.edu (there’s no www). LibGuides are online course or subject guides that collect all in one location the resources you need to conduct library research. You’ll see some for specific courses, like W130/131, or some for general subjects, like for education. There’s even one especially designed for beginners who want some tips on getting started with library research. You can 

find it by simply searching the word “beginner” in the search box on the LibGuide page, or you can go to this URL: libguides.ius.edu/beginner. Again, there’s no www. This has been just a quick overview of some of the tools available in the library. We want to help you succeed! We want to help you get a good grade and, most of all, we want to help you learn how to be superduper confident library researchers. If you ever have any questions at all about library research, please ask a librarian! Our whole job is to help you. You can talk to us at the reference desk, which is the desk you see right in front of you as you walk in the library. You can also call the reference desk at 941-2489. Thanks for listening, and I hope to see you in the library!”
