(Intro)
Have you ever heard a professor talk about how or why you should write a certain way when it comes to an assignment, and you think that you wish you had heard that sooner? Now you have that opportunity. The purpose of these podcasts is for the professionals to give you their advice from what they have learned after years of experience.
Today’s writing advice is about writing for the Web. Our speaker is Shannon Farley, content writer for the IU Southeast Media Services. Here is what she wants you to know:
(S. Farley)
I would say that there are several differences between writing for the Web and academic writing. Some of the smaller differences are little grammatical things; the way you abbreviate and spacing. We’re all taught in academic writing to hit the space bar twice between sentences and I learned very early on that that’s a “no-no” for the Web—you only hit it once. But, I would say that the most important difference between academic writing and writing for the Web is your audience. In academic writing, as a student, your audience is almost always your professor and once you graduate academic writing is still going to be for scholars and academics, and so the tone is very professional and on the Web oftentimes your audience is a lot of different groups. For instance, if I writing something for the Herbarium, which is a room here at school at IUS where they have plant specimens for the biology students to study, if I write a piece for them, I’m going to have to think about a biology student—the type of terminology they would use versus a communications student and the type of wording that they would use. And so, there are subtle differences but they are definitely two different styles of writing. 
 (Conclusion)
We hope this helps you become a stronger writer. Thanks to Ms. Farley for sharing her advice. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact The Writing Center in Knobview 208. Thanks for listening!
