(Intro) 
Does it seem like every time you think you have a handle on how to write a paper for a class the professor says, “No, do it like this”? As frustrating as that may be, there is a reason for the response. Writing across the disciplines can be very different, which is why we wanted to do this podcast series where the “experts” from the different fields discuss writing in their areas. This should give you a better understanding of what writing will look like for the different classes.
Today’s expert is Dr. Randia Harris, assistant professor of management information systems. She will be discussing technical writing in the field of business. Here is what Dr. Harris had to say:
(Dr. Harris)
We follow standard, regular business writings where you have to be organized, be concise, and state the facts. It has to be factual, it has to be true. Examples of writings in this area includes user manuals, technical writings, or request for proposals, which is the documents when you send it to the vendors or suppliers to get the quotes for the products or services that you’re interested in. So, those are some of the examples in this area.
The journals in this area include Information Systems Research or Management Information System Quarterly, which many journals have their own style for the citations but, a lot of times, if you don’t know the right format to use, just go with APA style, it’s the standard format. 
The key to writing in this area is you have to think about who would be the audience, who would be reading your document. Think about if you want to get a new camera and you want to read the user manual. You probably don’t want to read a five pages long introduction; you want to know what the camera can do for you. So, you might want to think about the organization of the content, think about the user, what they want to see, what they want to learn, and organize your organize your reading accordingly. The other things that you might want to think about, especially for the first-year student or anyone, actually anyone, even me a professional writer, spell-check you work. Always spell-check and spell-check and spell-check because it’s the most common mistake that could not only change what you’re writing, it also reflects on the quality of your work.
(Conclusion)
We hope this helps you understand writing across the curriculum. If you need any additional information or help, be sure to visit The IU Southeast Writing Center in Knobview 208. Thanks for listening!
