(Intro)
Have you ever heard a professor talk about how or why you should write a certain way when it comes to an assignment, and you think that you with you had heard that sooner? Now you have that opportunity. The purpose of these podcasts is for the professionals to give you their advice from what they have learned after years of experience.
Today’s writing advice is about the importance of revision in writing from Tom O’Neal, senior lecturer in English. Here is what Tom O’Neal wants you to know:
(T. O’Neal)
One of the things I’d like for students to know about writing is what they’ve heard before—be prepared to revise and rewrite. I understand that often the difficulty is finding time to do it. Another piece of advice I’d also like to give that a lot of, I’ve found in recent years, a lot of students don’t avail themselves to is this business of finding models for the things that you’re given to write, and to ask teachers if they have examples of “A” papers, some do, some don’t, but many do and they’d be willing to share them with their students. Also, to take advantage of venues such as OnCourse in which other students are posting their work. If you know that you have a peer in your class that is either a more mature writer than you or is meeting with success that you’re not meeting with, that’s a great opportunity to look and see how they do it. 
The world, the work world, the writing tasks we’re given in the world of work, usually we have models from previous eras to look at and write from and I can’t emphasize enough for students when, as a student, when you have access to models of good work to use them to learn about writing, to teach yourself what a successful document of that particular kind looks like. 
As a writing teacher and as one who worked in The Writing Center and has worked in writing centers before, including this one here years ago, I can’t emphasize enough to be prepared to work on writing issues one piece at a time. Very often students come in and they want their work “fixed” for them and that’s not what The Writing Center is for but, if you have the patience and do the planning, working on one issue with your writing, each issue one layer at a time, is the way to overcome writing problems that you may have had for years. 
Another piece of advice I’d like to give is there are certain writing tasks that don’t get easier. As much as you do them, certain kinds of documents, you may find a challenge from beginning to end. There are certain things about processes that do get easier; about knowing that I need to allocate x amount of time to do this and being aware that if I do quick first-drafting that subsequent drafting is easier and ultimately more productive, I think. Those are the most useful pieces of advice I can offer. 
Writing in the real world gets done by people asking each other for help. And very often as, I’ve been teaching writing for over twenty years and one of the things I see, one of the things I’ve seen consistently for twenty years, is that oftentimes students are out there as lone wolves and they don’t ask anyone for help, they don’t come to office hours, when they don’t understand something they don’t make demands on teachers that they should and we’re human; oftentimes we don’t write assignments are carefully as we should, sometimes we’re not clear in our requests or demands, and sometimes we’re ambiguous about what we want. Don’t be afraid to speak up and ask questions for the sake of clarity. Chances are, questions are like rats, every one you see there are five that you don’t see. There are probably five other people in your class that have the same question that you have. So, find models, don’t be afraid to seek out help, ask for models, use them when they’re available to you, and be prepared to rewrite. 
(Conclusion)
We hope this helps you become a stronger writer. Thanks to Tom O’Neal for sharing his advice. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact The Writing Center in Knobview 208. Thanks for listening!

