(Intro) 
Does it seem like every time you think you have a handle on how to write a paper for a class the professor says, “No, do it like this”? As frustrating as that may be, there is a reason for the response. Writing across the disciplines can be very different, which is why we wanted to do this podcast series where the “experts” from the different fields discuss writing in their areas. This should give you a better understanding of what writing will look like for the different classes.
Today’s expert is Jim St. Clair, professor of journalism and coordinator of the Journalism Program. He will be discussing writing I the field of journalism. Here’s what professor St. Clair had to say:
(J. St Clair)
There’s an old axiom about writing that says a lot about journalism and the saying is that the best way to improve as a writer is to write. That seems simplistic but there’s a lot of truth to that and the way it relates to journalism is that, print journalism in particular, is that you do write a lot. And I think that is the key to improving as a writer. Depending on your publication, you might be writing several stories a day or one lengthy story a week, but the key is you are always writing in journalism and I do believe that’s the best way to improve. And that’s why I’m such a strong believer in what the value of journalism and what that offers to beginning writers and experienced writers as well. 
Another point is that in journalism, you’re trying to communicate with a diverse audience; people of varying backgrounds, educational levels, and social economic status. So, you have to write in way to reach all audiences, regardless of those diverse aspects of the audience. And, in order to do that, you need to write clearly and concisely. And that’s certainly points that journalism stretches. The goal is to communicate, not to se fancy words necessarily, long sentences, the simpler the better because of the need to make sure that you make that connection with your audience. 
I think journalism is also a great way to develop as a writer because you get diversity of assignments as a general assignment reporter for a newspaper. You never know from day to day what kind of story you might have to write and report. And, I always felt as a journalist I was getting an education every time that I wrote a story because I was learning information from my sources that the day before I didn’t know so, over time, that information becomes your information so it’s a constant process of adding to your information and knowledge base when you work as a journalist. 
Journalists write under deadline and I think that’s a great discipline for writers, you can’t afford to put things on hold and to wait several days before you write for the inspiration to strike you. There’s no such thing as writer’s block for journalists. You’ve got to get it done and I always like that pressure of having a deadline. I don’t know if It made me write better but it certainly made me get what I needed to write finished.
There are other skills associated with being a print journalist that certainly are valuable. You become a skilled researcher, a skilled interviewer because those are the ways you collect information for your stories, you have to be able to draw people out and get them comfortable with you asking questions. Plus, you become very skilled in using various resources and research tools, whatever the library has to offer, and certainly today the computer is a great aid in helping us find the information that we need for our stories.
Journalists are also obsessive about accuracy and detail. Once the story is published, it’s there forever and our cardinal sin is making mistakes. Certainly we do, but we try as hard as we can to be as accurate as we can in everything that we do in journalism; spelling names correctly, getting dates right, and all the rest. And those are good disciplines to develop as a writer. Because we deal so much in the world of words, over time we also become pretty good spellers because we’re processing words all the time. And we become knowledgeable in proper grammar and punctuation so certainly are keys to any type of writing that people do, those are important things to keep in mind.
 Many renowned writers have started in journalism. One I like to quote is Hemingway who was a reporter for the Kansas City Star in the beginning of his career. And he said that, when he was a reporter, using short sentences, short paragraphs, and applying vigorous rules of English were the best rule she ever learned as a writer.  And so for the reasons I’ve stated and some others, I think journalism offers a very powerful way to develop and continue to improve as a writer. 
We do have some different conventions in journalism that differ from other types of writing, some I’ve sort of touched on before,  and one is writing short sentences. We do that because research shows that reading comprehension—understanding—starts to fall off if sentences get beyond twenty to twenty-five words and so our main goal is to communicate and make that connection with our audience. If we use long, convoluted sentences, we’re probably not going to be able to make that connection. It’s not that every sentence has to be within that word limit, obviously you vary your sentence length, but, for the most part, we try to write short. There’s an old saying in writing, in journalism in particular: if you can make a sentence shorter you can make it better. What you want to do is weed out the words that really aren’t working for you. Why use two or three words or four words when one word suffices?  So that’s one thing that we do stress in journalism. We write short paragraphs for basically the same reasons.
We have a different style that we use in journalism. Most of our style is taken from The Associated Press Stylebook and there are some differences mainly in the area of capitalization and abbreviation. But, all writing shares certain conventions and goals and journalism is included in that. We want our writing to be read, we want it to be clear and understandable, and we hope that—also a goal—is to be read. We think that the effort we put in to reporting our story is worthwhile and that we’ve collected and presented information in such a way that will help the audience better understand whatever the issue is at hand.  So that’s why we write the way we do.
We also, again in order to make that connection with the reader, we have to be organized and in journalism we put a great deal of emphasis on organizing our material and that starts from the first sentence, which we call a “lead”, and we want that lead to convey the essence of what the story is that we are presenting so that readers know from the very beginning exactly what the subject of the story is about. From that first sentence throughout the whole story we want that article to be seamless, to take the reader from the end of one sentence to the beginning of another sentence in a seamless way so that readers don’t stumble over anything we’ve presented to them and it flows from end to end and when the reader is finished they have a good idea of exactly what it is we’ve written. 
(Conclusion)
We hope this helps you understand writing across the curriculum. If you need any additional information or help, be sure to visit The IU Southeast Writing Center in Knobview 208. Thanks for listening!

