
Other Sources Frequently Used in Papers 
 

[Model for Internet site when author, date, and 

sponsoring organization are known] 
  

“Ancient Rome.” Ancient Civilizations, 2016, 

 www.ushistory.org/civ/6.asp. Accessed 30 Oct. 2016. 

  

[Model for book by more than three authors] 

Adams, Sheila, et al.  Our Silent Sisters. McGraw, 2008. 

 

 [Model for journal found on the IU Southeast database] 

 

Beckingham, C. F. “The Turks of Cyprus.” The Journal of the Royal 

 Anthropological Institute, vol. 87,  no. 2, 1957, pp. 165–174. 

 JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/2844102. Accessed 8 Nov. 2016. 

 

 [Model for interview] 
 

Jones, Sally. Personal interview. 20 Sep. 2016. 

 

 

[Model for newspaper story] 
Snyder, Mark.  "A Spinster of Williamsburg."  New York Times, 20 

 Mar. 2009, p. A3.  

How to Document an MLA Paper 
 

 
Hey, whose paper is this anyway?  Well, of course it’s yours, but 

anytime you use anyone else’s ideas to back up your claims, you have 

to give him or her credit.  Not only does this protect you from being 

accused of plagiarism, but it also makes you look really smart and 

organized, and that translates into a better grade from your professor.  

 

Okay, you say, but what does MLA have to do with it?  Plenty!  MLA, 

which stands for the Modern Language Association, is a document 

style with two main parts: 

 

1. Inside your paper—Citations  

2. End of your paper—Works Cited  

 

Citations are like a shorthand version of the complete entry you make 

on the last page of your paper, the Works Cited.  The citation connects 

the summary of the source to the location of the source on the Works 

Cited page, giving credit where credit is due. 



1. Inside your paper—Citations 
 

The purpose of the citation is to let the reader know you have used 

someone else’s ideas in your paper:  

 

When men are unfair to women, they are participating in a 

behavior that could one day be used against their own female 

family members (Tampson 98). 

 

The citation in parentheses says that the ideas came from a source by 

Tampson and the ideas appeared on page 98 of Tampson’s work.  

 

The citation was tacked on to the end of the sentence with the period 

coming after the parentheses. The citation could start the sentence: 

 

Mark Tampson believes when men are unfair to women, 

they are participating in a behavior that could one day be used 

against family members (98). 

 

Sometimes you won’t know the name of the person who wrote a 

source you are using. This is often the case with Internet sites that 

contain reliable information but no author’s name. In these cases the 

name of the Internet site is used in place of the author’s name: 

 

According to the Web site The Jewish Tradition, the 

practice of exchanging gifts at Hanukah was not adopted until the 

Jewish community was exposed to the Christian celebration of 

Christmas. 
or equally good: 

The practice of exchanging gifts during Hanukah was not 

adopted until the Jewish community was exposed to the Christian 

celebration of Christmas (Jewish).  

 

Notice that with a Web site the page numbers are not used since a site 

is viewed with continuous scrolling without page breaks. When you 

put the site’s name in parentheses, the first word other than A, An, The 

is enough. Underline that first word because it is underlined on the 

Works Cited page. 

 2. End of your paper—Works Cited page 

 

The purpose of the Works Cited page at the end of your paper is to let 

the reader know where to acquire the source that you used in the paper.  

 

Smith, Jetter, Jr., and Linda K. Wilson. "Reliving the Days of the 

 American Revolution.” Psychology Today, 2 June 2006, p. 34.  

Notice that the author and title are all separated by commas and that all 

lines under the first are indented one tab space.  To get the second line 

to indent, touch CTRL + T.  

 

Here is an entry for a Web site where the author, posted date of 

publication, and the publisher or source are unknown: 

 

“Ancient Rome.” Ancient Civilizations, 2016, 

 www.ushistory.org/civ/6.asp. Accessed 30 Oct. 2016. 

 

The date (30 Oct. 2016) is the date you retrieved the document from 

the Web.  

 

When these two sources are listed on the Works Cited page, they are 

put in alphabetical order by the first word of each entry. Notice that A, 

An, The as the first word do not count in determining alphabetical 

order: 

 

Works Cited 

“Ancient Rome.” Ancient Civilizations, 2016, 

 www.ushistory.org/civ/6.asp. Accessed 30 Oct. 2016. 

Smith, Jetter, Jr., and Linda K. Wilson. "Reliving the Days of the 

 American Revolution.” Psychology Today, 2 June 2006, p. 34.  


